
   

 

 
 

 
 

  

O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C I T Y  O F  L A U D E R H I L L  F A L L / W I N T E R  � � � �  

LAUDERHILL 
TAKES CENTER 
STAGE FOR 
Miami Carnival 2025 

FREE 
VIOLIN 

LESSONS 
for Lauderhill Youth 

TIPS FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS 
from Police and Fire Ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y:
 Te

ch
 Y

e 
ou

r P
ic

tu
r



 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 LAUDERHILL COMMISSION  | LAUDERHILL SPOTLIGHT 

A WORD FROM YOUR MAYOR 

LEADING TOGETHER!
 
A s your Mayor, I am committed to 

leading Lauderhill into a future 
defined by safety, better quality of 

life, and a strong sense of community. 
Lauderhill is a vibrant and diverse com­

munity and in a year marked by federal 
policies and shifting local needs, we must 
embrace change and prepare for the chal­
lenges ahead. 

As your Mayor, here are some of the 
projects I have initiated as we continue to 
work to build partnerships between city 
government, local businesses, our elder­
ly population, faith-based organizations, 
schools and nonprofits. 

Senior Utility Rebate 
Program 
Practical support for our most valued
residents 
We are proud to offer a $150 credit toward 
the next Lauderhill utility bill for eligible 
seniors (ages 55+). This program reinforc­
es our promise to care for those who have 
built our city with their hard work and con­
tributions. 
Eligibility: Lauderhill resident, active util­
ity account, valid utility bill and ID. 

Learn more and apply at lauderhill-fl. 
gov/departments/utilities/senior-utili ­
ty-rebate-program or call 954-730-3030. 

This initiative reflects prudent fiscal re­
sponsibility and a focus on reducing cost­
of-living pressures for seniors, enabling 
them to continue thriving in our commu­
nity. 

Public Safety Forum and 
Strategic Plan 
A safer city for a prosperous future 
On July 12, 2025, we hosted a Public Safety 
Forum to reaffirm that a safe city is foun-

I sponsored the Senior
Utility Rebate Program 
after reviewing the 
feedback I received 
during my Listening Tour. 
Many of our seniors are 
on fixed incomes and are 
heavily impacted by cost 
of living increases. In this 
economy, every dollar 
counts. I am glad we have 
the opportunity to provide 
some financial relief. 

dational to a flourishing economy and 
engaged citizenry. We hired Deputy Police 
Chief Kevin Granville, who will oversee the 
development of community policing pro­
grams and initiatives as part of our com­
prehensive safety plan, aligning with best 
practices in crime prevention, transparen­
cy, and youth engagement.  We are build­
ing a safer city for a prosperous future. 

Beautify Lauderhill 
Parks, streets, medians, swales, and 
neighbor collaboration 
Our city-wide plan prioritizes a cleaner, 
greener environment for us all. We are 
increasing park maintenance, cleaner 
streets, median beautification, and swale 
upkeep. We are working with HOA leaders 
and residents to keep our neighborhoods 
beautiful, which will help to improve our 
property values and keep our neighbor­
hoods pristine. If you have any questions 
about our ongoing beautification efforts, 
please call Public Works at 954-730-2960. 

School Partnerships and
City Presence 
Investing in our future 
Lauderhill has strengthened ties with our 
schools through the mayor’s office and the 
newly formed Office of Intergovernmental 
Affairs, which serves as a liaison with Bro-
ward County Public Schools, and other dis­
trict institutions. 

We welcomed our children back to 
school and provided 1200 backpacks, 
along with school supplies and comput­
ers in our efforts to welcome school read­
iness. We also welcomed new leadership, 
including Larkdale Elementary School’s 
Principal Nandrane Fairclough. 

Reinstated Energy Star 
Appliances Program 
Easing household investments 
The City’s appliance program returns, of­
fering interest-free loans to Lauderhill res­
idents for purchasing essential home ap­
pliances. Only Energy Star Appliances that 
range from $400-$2500, with a 12-month 
or 24-month payment plan. 

This initiative helps families upgrade ef­
ficiency, reduce energy costs, and improve 
daily life.  Contact the Grants Department 
for more information at 954-730-3052 or 
954-714-2181. 

Join our efforts to foster a healthier 
Lauderhill with our Move with the Mayor 
initiative, focusing on movement/exercise 
for all residents. Call my office at 954-730­
3016 to learn more. 

Denise D. Grant 
Mayor 
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Left to right; Brent (Board Member), Jacqueline
(Board Member), Junia (Treasurer), Crystal

(President), Violet (Vice President), Merlene
(Board Member), Bertisha (Secretary). 

A NEW CHAPTER OF COMMUNITY, 
CONNECTION, AND CIVIC VOICE 
Introducing the Central Lauderhil l  Neighbors Association 

A s vice mayor and a proud resident 
of our city, I am excited to share the 
launch of a new initiative designed 

to strengthen local engagement and en­
sure every voice in Lauderhill is heard. 

To meet that goal, I helped establish 
a new community association—Central 
Lauderhill Neighbors. This group is com­
mitted to building stronger communica­
tion, promoting unity and addressing the 
real needs of residents. 

Who We Serve 
The Central Lauderhill Neighbors Associa­
tion represents residents living within the 
boundaries of Sunrise Boulevard (south), 
Oakland Park Boulevard (north), NW 56th 
Avenue (east) and the Florida Turnpike 
(west). This area is home to a diverse mix 
of cultures, families and experiences, and 
the association ensures every corner has a 
seat at the table. 

Our Mission 
We created this group to: 

• Provide a stronger voice for local is­
sues 

• Bridge the gap between residents and 
city leadership 

• Advocate for safer streets, clean 
neighborhoods and fair development 

• Promote civic pride, youth involve­
ment and shared responsibility 

• Encourage collaboration across cul­
tural and generational lines 

▲ Vice Mayor and intern, Mya, at City Hall. 

Join Us Monthly 
Central Lauderhill Neighbors meets on  
the third Wednesday of each month at  
6:30 p.m. at John Mullins Park. These gath­
erings provide a space for open discus­
sion, shared ideas and community action.  
Everyone is welcome—renters, home-
owners, small business owners, youth and  
elders alike. 

Veterans Day Invitation 
Each November, we pause to honor the 
brave men and women who have served 
our nation. I invite you and your family to 
attend our City of Lauderhill Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Tuesday, Nov. 11 at the Veter­
ans Park Amphitheater.

 As a U.S. Army veteran, this day holds 
deep personal meaning. It’s a time to re­
flect on sacrifice, celebrate service and 
teach future generations the value of com­
mitment to country. 

A Heartfelt Thank You to 
Our Intern, Mya 
We also recognize Mya, our outstanding 
high school intern, whose energy and pro­
fessionalism made a lasting impact dur­
ing her time at City Hall. She supported 
daily operations and key initiatives with 
enthusiasm, and we wish her continued 
success. 

We look forward to working together to­
ward a more connected city. Let’s build a 
stronger Lauderhill together. 

Warm regards, 
S. "Ray" Martin  
Vice Mayor  
City of Lauderhill 
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 LAUDERHILL COMMISSION  | LAUDERHILL SPOTLIGHT 

FIFA WORLD CUP 2026 
BRINGS ECONOMIC 
AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
TO LAUDERHILL 

T he countdown to FIFA World Cup 
2026 has begun, and with it comes 
an extraordinary opportunity for 

Lauderhill’s business community and 
residents alike. This isn’t just a sports 
tournament — it’s a global platform for 
economic development, job creation, and 
community engagement; and I want to 
ensure we are ready to benefit from this 
once-in-a-generation opportunity to shine 
on the world stage. 

Miami Gardens has been selected as one 
of the official Host Cities and will welcome 
seven matches at the world-class Miami 
Stadium between June 15 and July 11, 2026. 
These matches are expected to bring over 
700,000 visitors, generate more than $1.3 
billion in economic activity, and support 
over 10,000 jobs in the region. But what 
does this mean for Lauderhill? The event 
represents a historic opportunity for local 
businesses, workers, and volunteers. 

FIFA World Cup 26 has launched its  
Local Supplier Program to identify and  
connect with local, event-ready vendors  
in the Greater South Florida region. This  
is a clarion call for our entrepreneurs and  
small business owners to seize this histor-
ic chance. This includes industries such  
as audiovisual, catering, transportation,  
security, printing and signage, staffing,  
janitorial services, equipment rentals, dé­
cor and furniture, event production, and  

more. These are sectors where Lauderhill 
businesses already excel. Eligible busi­
nesses must have operated in the Greater 
South Florida area for at least three years, 
be event-ready, and registered in good 
standing with the Florida Secretary of 
State. If you’ve been waiting for your mo-
ment to scale up — this is it. I encourage 
all qualified business owners to register. 

Lauder hill SPOTLIGHT 

Beyond business, the World Cup prom­
ises a broader legacy. The tournament’s 
community-focused vision includes cre­
ating lasting access to soccer for youth, 
advancing sustainability efforts, and build­
ing inclusive, local economic growth. This 
aligns with Lauderhill’s own priorities for 
youth engagement and environmental re­
sponsibility. 

As your Commissioner, I am committed 
to ensuring that Lauderhill has a seat at 
the table. We must not only show up — we 
must lead. That means staying informed, 
collaborating with our local Chamber of 
Commerce, and tapping into the available 
networks to amplify our presence in this 
international arena. 

Let this be a rallying point to prepare 
our businesses, train our workforce, and 
step boldly into this opportunity. Togeth­
er, we can make sure that the World Cup 
doesn’t just pass through South Florida 
— it leaves a lasting impact right here in 
Lauderhill. The time to act is now! 

Richard  
Campbell  
Commissioner  



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  
  
   

   

 
 
 
 
 

      

FIGHTING FOR FAMILIES

What You Need to Know About Recent  
Federal Cuts — And Where to Get Help 

Dear Neighbors, 

A cross the nation, working families 
are feeling the effects of recent fed­
eral budget cuts—and Lauderhill is 

no exception. These changes to healthcare, 
food assistance, and student loan programs 
are placing added strain on our households. 
I want you to have the facts—and most im­
portantly, the support to get through this 
moment with dignity, strength, and hope. 

Medicaid Cuts 
What’s happening: Congress has ap­
proved $1.87 trillion in cuts to Medicaid 
over the next 10 years. This could affect 
coverage for low-income adults, children, 
seniors, and people with disabilities— 
right here in our City. 
How we’re helping: Through the Healthy  
You Tour, we’re bringing free health  
screenings, wellness services, and health  
education directly into neighborhoods.  
We also connect residents to affordable  
clinics, mental health services, and en­
rollment assistance. Visit lauderhill-fl.gov/ 
healthyyou to learn more about upcoming  
tour dates. 

SNAP (Food Stamps) Cuts 
What’s happening: The new federal 
budget slashes $300 billion from SNAP, re­
ducing benefits and tightening eligibility. 
Lauderhill ranks #9 in Florida for SNAP re­
cipients—so many families will be directly 
affected. 
How we’re helping: The new Lauderhill 
Neighborhood Care Team, powered by my 
office, is a grassroots volunteer network 
that helps neighbors meet immediate 
needs—including food, diapers, and more. 
We’re also connecting residents to local 
food pantries and mutual aid groups to fill 
the gap. During these challenging times, it 

LAUDERHILL SPOTLIGHT  | LAUDERHILL COMMISSION 

is critical that we support 
each other – even if it's only 
through a kind gesture. 
Want to help? Scan this QR 
Code 

Medicare Cuts 
What’s happening: Medicare faces $900 
billion in cuts, which could reduce pay­
ments to doctors, restrict access to pre­
scription drugs, and limit services for sen­
iors and people with disabilities. 
How we’re helping: I partner with provid­
ers who offer navigation support to help 
seniors access care, get the prescriptions 
they need, and find affordable supplemental 
options. We also host community wellness 
events with flu shots, glucose checks, and 
preventive screenings. Visit lauderhill-fl.gov/ 
healthyyou to learn more. 

Student Loan Changes 
What’s happening: Recent legislation 
caps student loans and eliminates key 
programs: 

• Annual borrowing limits for undergrads 
• Elimination of Graduate PLUS Loans 
• Tightened Parent PLUS Loans based 

on income 
• Scaling back of Public Service Loan 

Forgiveness 
How we’re helping: I am partnering with 
financial coaches to provide free student 
loan guidance, host financial literacy 
workshops, and advocate for students 
and families. We also continue to invest in 
Lauderhill Youth Excel—a nationally rec­
ognized program preparing teens for col­
lege and leadership. Visit lauderhill-fl.gov/ 
youthexcel to learn more. 

My Vision 
I believe in a safe, healthy, and prosperous 
Lauderhill—where families and business­
es thrive. To ensure we’re not just reacting 
to these challenges—but also building a 
stronger safety net—I’ve invested in the 
capacity of local nonprofits, churches, and 
grassroots leaders. This August, I hosted the 
2nd Annual “Show Me the Money” Nonprof­
it Bootcamp, giving organizations the tools 
to grow, fundraise, and serve more families. 

Programs like these help us meet ur­
gent needs while building long-term solu-
tions. But I can’t do it alone. This is a call 
to action. Whether you need  
help—or want to help—
we’re here for you. 

With love and service, 
Melissa P. Dunn MBA  
Commissioner 
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SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY 
WITH PASSION 
AND PURPOSE 
I am thrilled to share some of the initiatives I’ve 

been working on to make a positive impact in our 
community. Since taking office, I have remained 

dedicated to serving the residents of Lauderhill, and I 
am proud of the progress we’ve made together. 

In July, we hosted our first Lauderhill Rising Stars 
Talent Show, where our young residents took the 
stage and dazzled us with their incredible talents. It 
was a joy to see so many families and neighbors come 
together to support and celebrate our youth. Look out 
for a special feature in our next quarterly spotlight 
that will showcase these amazing young performers 
and their stories in more detail! 

In August, I was also proud to sponsor the 63rd Ja­
maican Independence Celebration Concert at the 
Lauderhill Performing Arts Center. This cultural event 
honored the rich heritage of so many in our commu­
nity and celebrated the vibrant diversity that makes 
Lauderhill such a special place. It was wonderful to 
see our residents come together to enjoy music, art, 
and shared traditions. 

Throughout my time in office, I’ve had the privilege 
of serving many individuals across our city, each with 
their own unique needs and aspirations. It has been 
an incredibly rewarding experience, and I remain com­
mitted to listening, engaging, and responding to the 
needs of our community. 

Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve. 
John T. Hodgson 
Commissioner 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 

      

LAUDERHILL TAKES 
CENTER STAGE FOR 
MIAMI CARNIVAL 2025 
Signature Events Deliver  
Culture,  Community,  and  
Economic Impact to the City 
Photography: Berment Photography 

LAUDERHILL SPOTLIGHT  | CARNIVAL IN LAUDERHILL 

T he vibrant sights and sounds of the 
Caribbean will once again energize 
South Florida as Miami Carnival re­

turns for its 41st annual celebration from 
October 4 to 12, 2025. Produced by the 
Miami Broward One Carnival Host Com­
mittee, the weeklong cultural showcase 
invites families, enthusiasts and global vis­
itors to experience the rhythm, pageantry 
and spirit of the Caribbean. 

Three of Miami Carnival's most lively 
events are held in Lauderhill at Central Bro-
ward Park & Broward County Stadium: the 
Junior Carnival on Saturday, October 4; the 
Panorama Steel Band Competition on Friday, 
October 10; and the Official Miami Carnival 
J'Ouvert Experience on Saturday, October 11. 

Carnival in Lauderhill: 
Culture Meets Commerce 
Junior Carnival – Saturday, October 4: 
A family-focused event where young mas­
queraders shine in colorful costumes, cel­
ebrating heritage through music, dance 
and art. Local food and craft vendors create 
opportunities for small businesses and ar­
tisans to connect with families and visitors. 
Panorama Steel Band Competition – Fri­
day, October 10: This musical showdown 
features top steel orchestras from across the 
diaspora. With audiences traveling in, it’s a 
prime chance for Lauderhill’s restaurants, re­
tailers and service providers to gain visibility. 

"We're adapting to ensure 
this tradition not only
survives but thrives for 
future generations." 
- Joan Hinkson-Justin, 

Host Committee Chair 

Official J'Ouvert Experience – Saturday,
October 11: A pre-dawn celebration of 
paint, powder and pulsating soca. J’Ouvert 
draws thousands, benefiting local hotels, 
transportation services and shops. 

Together, these events position Lauder-
hill as a cultural and economic hub, serving 
visitors who eat, shop, and stay local. 

A Regional Celebration 
with Global Reach 
Miami Carnival is one of the largest Carib­
bean festivals in North America, attracting 
more than 100,000 people from the U.S., 
the Caribbean, Europe and beyond. It is 
both a cultural showcase and an econom­
ic driver, generating millions in spending 
across South Florida. 

A Celebration for All Ages 
More than just a party, Miami Carnival tells 
cultural stories and bridges generations. 
From intricate costumes to the beats of 
soca and steelpan, every element reflects 
pride, resilience and creativity. The Junior 
Carnival especially allows children and fam­
ilies to honor their heritage while enjoying 
the festive atmosphere Lauderhill provides. 

Get Involved 
Early bird tickets are available now at 

www.miamicarnival.org 

5 

http://www.miamicarnival.org


 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE  | LAUDERHILL SPOTLIGHT 

COMMUNITY ALERT 
Protecting Yourself  f rom Holiday Season Scams 

A s we enter the final months of the year and prepare for the 
holiday season, I urge all residents to remain vigilant and 
exercise caution. This time of year, while filled with cele­

bration and goodwill, is also a period when scammers attempt to 
exploit individuals through a variety of deceptive schemes. 

Phone and text message scams remain two of the most com­
mon methods used by criminals to defraud unsuspecting victims. 
Among these are fraudulent calls claiming to be from the Internal 
Revenue Service, in which the caller falsely states that taxes are 
owed and threatens arrest if immediate payment is not made. An­
other variation includes claims of lottery winnings, where individ­
uals are told they must mail payment for taxes in order to receive 
a prize. 

Text message scams are also widespread. Some falsely claim 
to be from SunPass, advising that tolls are unpaid and providing 
a link that should not be clicked under any circumstances. Others 
appear to come from the Florida Department of Motor Vehicles, 
stating that there is an outstanding traffic citation and including 
a payment link. These links are fraudulent, and recipients should 
not respond to the messages or click any included links. 

Additionally, I want to warn the public about a persistent and 
harmful scam involving gift cards. In this scheme, victims receive 
a call or message instructing them to purchase gift cards—often 
for large sums—and then provide the scammer with the card 
numbers and PINs. These requests may appear to come from 
government agencies, law enforcement, or even acquaintances 
whose information has been compromised. Do not purchase gift 
cards under these circumstances, and never provide the numbers 
from the back of a gift card to anyone you do not know or trust. 
Legitimate organizations will never ask for payment in the form 
of gift cards. 

Scam messages and calls may come from unfamiliar phone 
numbers, unverified email addresses, or area codes not associat­
ed with the agency or person they claim to represent. I strongly 
advise residents to delete these messages immediately. Do not 
provide personal or financial information—such as banking de­

tails, Social Security numbers, ac­
count numbers, or passwords—to 
anyone whose identity or legitimacy 
cannot be confirmed. 

If you are the victim of a burglary in which 
any identifying documents are stolen—such as 
a driver’s license, passport, credit or debit cards, or financial re­
cords—you should immediately cancel all affected cards and no­
tify the appropriate institutions. Additionally, I urge you to visit 
www.IdentityTheft.gov to take the necessary steps to report and 
protect yourself from identity theft. 

If you believe your identity has been compromised, or if you sus­
pect fraudulent activity, please contact our department through 
the non-emergency line at (954) 764-4357 to file a report and ini­
tiate a criminal investigation. 

To protect your credit, you may place a free Initial Fraud Alert 
by contacting one of the three national credit reporting agencies: 
Equifax, Experian, or TransUnion. If an identity theft report and 
affidavit are completed, you may also request a free Credit Freeze 
to prevent new accounts from being opened in your name. 

I encourage everyone to remain cautious, share this informa­
tion with friends and family—especially those who may be more 
vulnerable—and report any suspicious activity promptly. 

Thank you for your attention and continued cooperation in 
keeping our community safe. 

http://www.IdentityTheft.gov
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LAUDERHILL SPOTLIGHT | FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

LAUDERHILL FIRE RESCUE 
Fire Prevention Week – October 6-12, 2025 

Fire Safety Starts with You:
Lithium-Ion Battery Safety 
This Fire Prevention Week, the Lauderhill Fire Department is rais-
ing awareness about a growing hazard in nearly every home: lithi-
um-ion batteries. Found in phones, laptops, toys and tools, these 
batteries can spark dangerous fres if damaged, misused or im-
properly discarded. 
SAFETY TIPS: 

• Buy Smart: Choose devices with safety certifcations; avoid knock-
ofs. 

• Charge Safely: Use the manufacturer’s charger and charge on 
hard, non-fammable surfaces. 

• Handle with Care: Stop using batteries that smell, swell, overheat 
or make odd sounds. 

• Recycle Responsibly: Never toss in trash—visit call2recycle.org or 
call 954-730-2950. 

Learn more from the National Fire Protection Association at nfpa.org/ 
events/fre-prevention-week 
(954) 730-2950 – Lauderhill Fire Department 

Holiday Fire Safety 
As the holidays approach, remember that safety must remain a dai-
ly priority. With more cooking, candles, heaters, and decorations in  
use, fre risks rise. Last year, our team responded to 17,096 emergency  
calls, including 172 fres. 
REMEMBER: LOOK – LISTEN – LEARN – PLAN 

• Look for hazards like frayed wires and clutter near heat sources. 
• Listen for smoke alarms; test monthly, replace batteries yearly. 
• Learn two exits from each room and practice escape plans. 
• Plan a safe outdoor meeting spot. 

Need smoke detectors or guidance? Call (954) 730-2950. Together, we 
can keep Lauderhill safe year-round. 

Holiday Safety Tips 
• Water real Christmas trees daily 

to avoid dryness; keep away from 
heaters and candles. 

• Use LED lights only, unplug be-
fore bed, avoid overloaded out-
lets. 

• Replace real candles with fameless ones, or 
never leave them unattended. 

• Keep kids three feet from stoves, turn pot handles inward and 
clean grease spills. 

• Supervise space heaters, use fre screens, and keep fammables 
three feet away. 

• Pets love cords and decorations—tuck cords safely away and 
keep fames out of reach. 

Subscribe to city alerts such as the CodeRED emergency database,  
news releases, and e-newsletters at: lauderhill-f.gov/news-and-
events/connect-with-lauderhill 

From Season to Season: 
Stay Ready, Lauderhill 
As hurricane season ends, prepare for 2026 now: update your fam-
ily plan, restock supplies, trim trees, secure outdoor items, and 
check your roof. Consider shutters or impact windows. Sign up for 
alerts and stay informed—small steps today ensure peace of mind 
tomorrow. 

A Final Word From Chief Robert Torres 
As your Fire Chief, I want to thank each of you for taking fre safety 
and emergency preparedness seriously. I wish all a safe, joyful and 
fre-free season. 

Stay safe Lauderhill. 
Robert Torres 
Chief 
Lauderhill Fire Rescue Department 
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LAUDERHILL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  | LAUDERHILL SPOTLIGHT 

LAUDERHILL CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE: YOUR BUSINESS 
ALLY IN EVERY SEASON 
A s we enter the fourth quarter of 2025, the Lauderhill 

Chamber of Commerce is focused on helping businesses 
finish the year strong while laying the groundwork for suc-

cess in the year ahead. Whether you're a long-time business own-
er or new to the Lauderhill community, now is the perfect time to 
get involved, make meaningful connections, and take advantage 
of the free resources and programs the Chamber offers.

Connect, Learn, and Grow—All Year Long 
We host multiple opportunities each month to network, share 

insights, and support one another as business owners, profes-
sionals, and community members. Here are a few ways you can 
plug in:

Coffee & Connect 
Our informal, free monthly meetup is the perfect way to start 

your day. Join us for cofee, conversation, and connections with 
fellow business owners and entrepreneurs. The event is free but 
registration is required. 

Evening Insights 
Held monthly in the evening, this session brings together local 

leaders and professionals for deeper discussions on topics that 
matter—like succession planning, mental health in the work-
place, and marketing on a budget. It’s a great opportunity to un-
wind after work and grow your network.

Lunch & Leads with PNA 
(Professional Networking Alliance) 

Looking to expand your business network over a productive 
lunch? Join us for one of our two monthly Lunch & Leads sessions, 
where Chamber members and guests gather to exchange referrals, 
ideas, and solutions in a supportive, growth-focused environment. 

Planning Ahead: Finish Strong, Start Stronger 
During the fourth quarter, we’re inviting businesses to join us 

as we focus on year-end assessments and strategic planning for 
2026. Whether you’re evaluating your goals, refining your market-
ing, or exploring new opportunities, the Chamber is here to sup-
port you with tools, resources, and a network of peers.

Welcome to New Businesses! 
If you’ve recently opened a business in Lauderhill—welcome! 

We encourage you to attend an upcoming event, connect with 
Chamber leadership, and explore how Chamber membership can 
beneft your growth. You’ll fnd a warm, collaborative community 
ready to support you every step of the way. 

To register for upcoming events or learn more about how to get 
involved, visit lauderhillchamber.com or follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram. 

Let’s fnish 2025 strong—and build something even better in 
2026. We look forward to seeing you at the next event! 

Lauder hill SPOTLIGHT 

https://lauderhillchamber.com
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ROYAL PALM ELEMENTARY’S FOOD PANTRY: 
A LIFELINE FOR FAMILIES, POWERED BY 
PARTNERSHIP WITH FEEDING SOUTH FLORIDA 

W hat began as a critical response to the COVID-19 pandemic has 
become one of Royal Palm Elementary School’s most impactful 
and enduring community support initiatives. Through a strong 

and sustained partnership with Feeding South Florida, the Panda Pantry 
continues to serve as a vital resource. 

Established by the school’s former principal, Mr. Thomas Darby, during  
the height of the pandemic, the food pantry was initially created to help  
families facing economic hardship and food insecurity. Today, it remains a  
cornerstone of the school’s community outreach eforts, providing essen-
tial support to more than 800 families each month. 

“Royal Palm is a hub for the community 
we serve. Our school is not just focused on 
teaching and learning, but serving the families 
and the surrounding community in all aspects. 
We are proud to continue partnering with 
Feeding South Florida and other community 
agencies to meet the needs of our families,” 
– Marie Rumble, Principal, Royal Palm Elementary School 

A Weekly Resource,
A Monthly Highlight 
The pantry operates on an appoint-
ment-based system, allowing families to  
shop for groceries in a dignifed and or-
ganized setting each week. In addition to  
pantry staples and household essentials,  
the program features a monthly Fresh  
Produce Drive, ofering families access to  
a wide variety of fruits and vegetables— 
reinforcing the importance of nutrition  
and wellness. 

Open to All Royal Palm 
Families 
Families registered at Royal Palm Elementary  
are eligible for food pantry benefts, and the  
school promises to make the process accessi-
ble, welcoming and free of stigma. Whether a  
family’s hardships are temporary or ongoing,  
the pantry will provide consistent, reliable  
support. Families currently registered at En-
deavour Primary Learning Center, serving stu-
dents from pre-kindergarten to third grade,  
are also welcome to participate. 

Community Impact 
This initiative refects Royal Palm’s deep  
commitment to the whole child and the  
belief that academic success begins with  
meeting students’ basic needs. By re-
moving barriers outside the classroom,  
the food pantry ensures that children are  
better prepared to focus, learn and thrive.  
Royal Palm Elementary is proud to con-
tinue this legacy of care and service made  
possible through its enduring partnership  
with Feeding South Florida. 

BROWARD COUNTY TRANSIT’S LATE SHIFT PROGRAM 
HELPS EMPLOYEES GET TO AND FROM WORK 
Broward County Transit’s Late Shif Con-
nect program provides on-demand and 
direct transportation for late shif workers 
when regular transit service is generally 
not available. The program is paid through 
the one-penny county sales tax increase 
approved by Broward County voters in 
2018. Since its Summer 2022 debut, Late 
Shif Connect has assisted workers in the 

hospitality, healthcare, security, shipping/ 
logistics, and other industries with getting 
to and from work. 

Here’s how the program works: 
• You must be a Broward resident who 

works the late shif solely in Broward 
County. 

Lauder hill SPOTLIGHT 
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EMPOWER YOUR VOICE 

Need Florida Influence? 
Our team advocates FOR YOU with decision-makers 

in local, state, and federal government. 

Government Law & Lobbying 

NEW MUSIC PROGRAM OFFERS 
FREE VIOLIN LESSONS TO LAUDERHILL YOUTH 
The City of Lauderhill, in partnership with 
the Black Violin Foundation, proudly an-
nounces Intersections at the Lauderhill Cul-
tural Museum—a new program designed to 
expand access to music for local youth. 

From October 14, 2025 through May 12,  
2026, students in grades 4–12 can partic-
ipate in free weekly violin classes every  

Tuesday at the Lauderhill Cultural & His-
torical Museum. Instruments are provid-
ed, and lessons are led by professional  
instructors with decades of symphony  
experience. Students will develop musical  
skills in a dynamic environment that fos-
ters creativity, discipline, and confdence. 

“Our goal is to give residents opportu-

nities to explore diverse talents, just as  
we do with fashion design, STEM, and  
classical dance,” says Parks & Recreation  
Director Scott Newton. Space is limited  
and early registration is strongly encour-
aged. 
For more information please call 
954-321-2450. 

• Late Shif Connect Program is for 
workers who begin or end their work 
shifs in Broward County during the 
following times: 

• 9:00 p.m.-7:00 a.m. Monday - Friday 
• 8:00 p.m.-7:00 a.m. Saturday - Sunday 
• The Late Shif Connect taxi fare subsi-

dy is $30 per taxi trip. 
• Late Shif Connect allows 10 taxi trips 

per week.  
• Applicant’s contact information as 

well as employer address are required 
as part of the application process. 

• You must use your late Shif Connect 
payment card with an authorized 
transportation company, ride share 
companies, Lyf or Uber are not au-
thorized. 

 “The Late Shif Connect program re-
sponds to the needs of Broward County 
residents working the late shif when 
public transportation is not generally 
available. Late Shif Connect makes it 
possible for Broward residents to have 
a low-cost public transportation option. 
We have talked with Late Shif Connect 
customers who express their gratitude as 

the program helps to pay for direct trans-
portation when otherwise there may be 
no other option. Late Shif Connect has 
made it possible for Broward residents 
to accept job opportunities late at night 
or early morning when the BCT buses 
are not operating,” said Paul Strobis, Asst. 
General Manager, Broward County Trans-
portation Department. 

For more information and questions on 
the Late Shif Connect program, please 
call 954-357-8405 or email lateshifcon-
nect@broward.org. 
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LPAC PUBLIC EVENTS 
October 2025-January 2026 

October 3 – Valery Meladze in Concert 
October 4 – Parking for Junior Carnival at Broward Central Park 
October 5 – Valery Meladze in Concert 

October 8 – Mashina Vremeni 
October 11 – J’ouvert  
October 12 – Park & Ride for Miami Broward One Carnival 
October 15 – Beyond the Light 
October 18 – A Literary Celebration and Awards Ceremony 
October 19 – 2025 Choreographer’s Ball 
October 24-25 – High School Musical presented by North Bro-
ward Preparatory School 
November 8 – From South Florida with Love: Melissa Manchester 
November 14 – 2025 Spinal Care Support Group Gala 
November 15 – Drive Your Plow Over the Bones of the Dead 
November 20 – Frank! A Musical Play 
November 22-23 – The Nutcracker presented by Hollywood Ballet  
Academy 
November 25 – The Revivo Project 

December 4 – 2025 Miss United Nations Pageant 
December 5 – Lauderhill Live 
December 6-7  – The Nutcracker  presented by North Broward Pre-
paratory School 
December 8 – Winter Showcase presented by North Broward Pre-
paratory School 

December 14 – 2025 Dance Musical presented by Dance Creations  
Dance Academy 
December 20 – The Ultimate Elvis Christmas starring Cote Deon-
ath 
December 21 – The Nutcracker Reimagined presented by Kirova 
Ballet 
January 16 – Swan Lake 
January 17 – 2026 City of Lauderhill MLK Celebration 
January 20 – 2026 MLK Spelling Bee Championship Round 

LAUDERHILL CENTRAL 
PARK LIBRARY PROGRAMS 
October 2025 to January 2026 
Computer Classes facilitated by the AARP Older Americans Tech-
nology program. Please register online at broward.org/library/ 
Pages/Default.aspx and click on the Events section. 

English Café facilitated by librarians Abayomi and Nevin on  
Saturdays from 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. and by appointment, when  
needed. Please register online at broward.org/library/Pages/De-
fault.aspx and click on the Events section. 

We will be facilitating flm and documentary discussions and a  
Holiday Gif Giveaway for kids. Please check our Events page for  
upcoming events by clicking on broward.org/library/Pages/De-
fault.aspx. 

English 
Café 
Intermediate 

Practice intermediate English by reading articles and 
discussion. This class will improve your English skills 
through reading and discussions for Intermediate level 
reading. Instruction provided by volunteers and staff 
of the Lauderhill Central Park Library. 

Saturdays, 4:30pm - 5:30pm 

Please register online at:
broward.org/library/events 
and search “English Cafe” 

Lauderhill Central Park Library 
3810 NW 11th Place,  
Lauderhill, FL 33311 
(954) 357-7833  
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Land Use  
DEVELOPMENT 

& Permit 
EXPEDITING 

Your trusted partner for land use 
development and expedited 
permitting services. 

GBAFTL .COM  

http://GBAFTL.COM
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